February 9, 2025 5th Sunday After Epiphany

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

11 East Dawes Avenue, Somers Point, NJ 08244
Church Office: 609-927-3082 Food Pantry: 609-927-9982
Website: www.gracelutheranspnj.org
E-mail: office@gracelutheranspnj.comcastbiz.net

Interim Pastor 7* Wendolyn Trozzo, Scott J. Breiner, Music Director
Corinne Rhodes, Administrative Assistant
Alison Toth, Social Media Consultant

We welcome you to worship here at Grace!
Note that all text written in bold is for congregation participation.
Our hymn songs are found in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship
red hymnal found in the pews.
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GATHERING

Thank you for joining us as we worship our Lord together!

Please make a nametag and write your favorite hymn.

INTRODUCTION

The fifth Sunday after Epiphany continues to highlight unlikely
instruments and circumstances appointed to reveal God’s glory. “Who will
go for us?” God asks. A person of unclean lips, a former persecutor of the
church of God, and three fishermen who couldn’t catch a thing. More
surprising still, perhaps, is that we are also called.

WELCOME Rev. Jeffrey Eaton
PRELUDE Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our creator, our protector,
our wellspring of life. Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our
hearts, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, you speak blessing and compassion into the world.
Forgive us for the ways we act with judgment or indifference. When
we ignore the needs of our neighbors; when we resist your call to
oppose injustice; when we give in to scarcity and fear; when we
assume the worst about one another, cleanse us from our faults and
release us from their grasp. Show us your lovingkindness. Restore our
hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways.
Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have
redeemed you. I have called you by name. You are mine.”
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In ++ Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made free.
Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God.
Amen.

OPENING HYMN Let The Whole Creation Cry ELW #876

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE WOV #28
HYMN OF PRAISE WOV #29
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written
for the nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read,
mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises,
we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PEACE The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

GREET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Take a brief moment to share the peace by greeting someone sitting
near you. Verbal greetings are appropriate if you are not comfortable
shaking hands or touching.

Please be seated.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-13]

Through a vision in the temple, the eighth-century prophet Isaiah is
called by God to announce judgment against Israel. Aware of his sinfulness
and shortcomings, Isaiah is initially hesitant. But when God calls, Isaiah
responds, “Here am I; send me!”

"In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne,
high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. > Seraphs were in
attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their
faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. > And



one called to another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LOrD of hosts;

the whole earth is full of his glory.”
" The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and
the house filled with smoke. “And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a
man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes
have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!”

" Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been
taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. ' The seraph touched my mouth
with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has
departed and your sin is blotted out.” " Then I heard the voice of the Lord
saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”” And I said, “Here am
I; send me!” [ And he said, “Go and say to this people:

‘Keep listening, but do not comprehend;

keep looking, but do not understand.’
""Make the mind of this people dull,
and stop their ears,
and shut their eyes,
so that they may not look with their eyes,
and listen with their ears,
and comprehend with their minds,
and turn and be healed.”
"'Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” And he said:
“Until cities lie waste
without inhabitant,
and houses without people,
~and the land is utterly desolate;
" until the LORD sends everyone far away,
~and vast is the emptiness in the midst of the land.
" Even if a tenth part remain in it,
it will be burned again,

like a terebinth or an oak
whose stump remains standing
when it is felled.”

The holy seed is its stump. ]

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM 138
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'T will give thanks to you, O Lorp, with my whole heart;
before the gods I will ' sing your praise.
T will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,
because of your steadfast ' love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word a- ' bove all
things.
> When I called, you | answered me;
you increased my ! strength within me.
* All the rulers of the earth will praise ' you, O Lorb,
when they have heard the words | of your mouth.
> They will sing of the ways ! of the Lorbp,
that great is the glory ! of the Lorb.
®The Lorbp is high, yet cares ' for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty | from afar.
" Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you ' keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right !
hand shall save me.
® You will make good your pur- ' pose for me;
O LoRrb, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the
works | of your hands.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Paul delivers in a nutshell the story of the gospel that was given to
him. In the lineage of the Christian faith, we have received the good news of
God'’s love from generations of believers before us, and we continue to tell
this story to the world.

"Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that
I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand,
through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message
that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain.

>For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had
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received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, * and
that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance
with the scriptures, > and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. ©
Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time,
most of whom are still alive, though some have died. " Then he appeared to
James, then to all the apostles. ® Last of all, as to one untimely born, he
appeared also to me. ° For I am the least of the apostles unfit to be called an
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. '°But by the grace of God I
am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the
contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the
grace of God that is with me. '' Whether then it was I or they, so we
proclaim and so you have come to believe.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 5th chapter. Glory to you, O
Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 5:1-11

Jesus’ teaching of God'’s word has begun to draw great crowds. For
Simon, James, and John, Jesus’teaching inspires hospitality, then obedience,
and then risk. After Jesus’ creative power is revealed, fear and amazement
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leads these three fishermen to leave everything behind to become apostles.

" Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the
crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, > he saw two boats
there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were
washing their nets. > He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon,
and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and
taught the crowds from the boat. * When he had finished speaking, he said to
Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” >
Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught
nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” ® When they had done this,
they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. 7So they
signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came
and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. * But when Simon Peter saw
it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a
sinful man!” ® For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of
fish that they had taken,; 19and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee,
who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid;
from now on you will be catching people.” ' When they had brought their
boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
SERMON “What Are We Going To Do?” Rev. Jeffrey Eaton

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY The Son of God, Our Christ ELW #584
VERSE 1, 3, 5 ALL, VERSE 2 WOMEN, VERSE 4 MEN

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.



8

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence arr. by Gustav Holst
Please stand as you are able.
PRESENTATION OF GIFTS Let the Vineyards be Fruitful WOV #35

OFFERING PRAYER

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your
abundance to the depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service:
our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude
and generosity, now and always. Amen.

Please be seated.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P: With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the
church, the world, and all of creation. Brief silence.

At the end of each prayer petition when the worship assistant or
pastor says, “God of grace,” please respond with “hear our prayer.”

P: We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope
that your promise is revealed among the people. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and
praise.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY WOV #36



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Together, we pray as our Lord taught us, saying:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of gladness.

COMMUNION HYMN Lamb of God WOV #39
COMMUNION HYMNS Will You Come and Follow Me ELW #798
Here I Am, Lord ELW #574

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

EVERYONE IS INVITED to come down the center aisle at the
direction of the ushers. If you are unable to come up to the front, you may
remain seated and the pastor will bring you communion after everyone
has come forward. Children or those who have not received a first
communion are welcome to come for a blessing. Grape juice and gluten
free wafers are available.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts
of food and drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody
your good news of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. In
the name of Christ we pray, Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as you are able.
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SENDING

BLESSING
The Spirit of the triune God + bless you with joy, anoint you with
compassion, and send you in love. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Holy God, We Praise Your Name ELW #414

Please be seated. Enjoy the postlude music.
and meditate on how God spoke to your heart today.

POSTLUDE Here I Am, Lord by Robert Buckley Farlee

DISMISSAL Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.

We ane glad (o1 yeun presence tedoy.
We hepe you come again seen!

We thank all those serving in worship today:
Worship Assistant: Corinne Rhodes

The flowers, candles, and wine sponsor this week is:
Gay Rowland, in honor of her son, Jeffrey’s birthday.

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING

Please place your soup cans in the designated bin.

Special thank you to Pastor Jeffrey Eaton for leading our worship service
on February 2nd & today!

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #.SAS002821 New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common
Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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2025 GRACE CHURCH COUNCIL

OFFICERS: REPRESENTATIVES:

President: Joe Martin Miranda Bilello
Vice President: Jim Dolan Carol Gallagher
Secretary: Chris Dennis Diane Graham
Treasurer: Heidi Toth Jayne Lare

Jorge Perez

Linda Rihl

Gay Rowland

Pastor Wendolyn returns home Wednesday, February 12.

This Friday, February 14: Bring Your Heart to Grace
6:00 PM Dinner & Movie “The Sound of Hope”
Donation Drive for children in foster care.
Please sign up to bring a dish or drink to share! Donations may be placed in
the designated bin in the narthex.

CH U RCH O FFICE HOU RS Present this bulletin on a Sunday

and Shore Diner will donate 20% to Grace
Lutheran Church. Present this on

Mon-Tues 10:00AM-3:00PM any other day, and we will donate 10%.

Shore Diner

Thurs-Fri 10:00AM-3:00PM ,
6710 Tilton Road

Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234
609-641-3669




HAPPENINGS AROUND GRACE THIS WEEK
February 9, 2025—February 16, 2025

5th Sunday of Epiphany 2/9/25
(Guest Pastor: Rev. Jeffrey Eaton)
8:00AM Spoken Worship
10:15AM Traditional Worship
Souper Bowl of Caring

MONDAY 2/10/25
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous

TUESDAY 2/11/25
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
12:00PM WELCA
6:30PM Narcotics Anonymous
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous

WEDNESDAY 2/12/25
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
11:30AM Bayside Duplicate Bridge
6:00PM AA Book Study
7:00PM Narcotics Anonymous
7:00PM Support Meeting
7:30PM Compassionate Friends

THURSDAY 2/13/25
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
12:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous
5:00PM Choir Rehearsal
6:00 AA 12-Step
7:00PM Al-Anon
7:00PM Antique Collector’s Club

FRIDAY 2/14/25
10:30AM Grace Stitchers
6:00PM Bring Your Heart to Grace:
Dinner/Movie/Donation Drive
7:30PM Alcoholics Anonymous

SATURDAY 2/15/25
7:30AM & 8:30AM Weight Watchers

6th Sunday of Epiphany 2/16/25
8:00AM Spoken Worship
8:45AM Adult Forum
10:15AM Traditional Worship




