May 31, 2026 The Holy Trinity

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

11 East Dawes Avenue, Somers Point, NJ 08244
Church Office: 609-927-3082 Food Pantry: 609-927-9982

Website: www.GraceLutheranSPNJ.org
E-mail: office@GraceLutheranSPNJ.org

Interim Pastor 7 Wendolyn Trozzo, Scott J. Breiner, Music Director
Corinne Rhodes, Administrative Assistant

We welcome you to worship here at Grace!

Note that all text written in bold is for congregation participation.
Most of our hymn songs are found in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship
red hymnal found in the pews.

S=service music in the front part of the hymnal.
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GATHERING
Thank you for joining us as we worship our Lord together!

Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading
includes the apostolic greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his disciples forth to baptize in the name of
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More than a doctrine, the
Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the God of
creation made known in Jesus Christ and with us always through the Holy
Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament,
as we profess the creed, and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to
our faith.

WELCOME Rev. Jeffrey Eaton
PRELUDE Holy, Holy, Holy by Piet Post
Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy,
and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your
yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love. Amen.

OPENING HYMN Rise, Shine, You People! ELW #665



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE ELW S§138
HYMN OF PRAISE This is the Feast ELW S140
PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three
-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast
in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your
presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

PEACE The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
GREET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Please be seated.

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-2:4a

' When God began to create the heavens and the earth, > the earth was
complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind
from God swept over the face of the waters. ° Then God said, “Let there be
light,” and there was light. * And God saw that the light was good, and God
separated the light from the darkness. °> God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the
first day.

® And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it
separate the waters from the waters.” ’ So God made the dome and separated
the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the
dome. And it was so. ® God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and
there was morning, the second day.

? And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into
one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. '° God called the dry
land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And
God saw that it was good. '" Then God said, “Let the earth put forth
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vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that
bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. '> The earth brought forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind
bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. "> And there
was evening and there was morning, the third day.

'* And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate
the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for
days and years, '* and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light
upon the earth.” And it was so. '® God made the two great lights—the
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the
stars. '’ God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, N
to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the
darkness. And God saw that it was good. ' And there was evening and there
was morning, the fourth day.

Y And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures,
and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” *' So God
created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every
kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind.
And God saw that it was good. ** God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.”
*> And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

** And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind:
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And
it was so. > God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the
cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every
kind. And God saw that it was good.

2 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our
likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”

780 God created humans in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over
the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” >
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God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the
face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them
for food. ** And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I
have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. >' God saw everything
that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and
there was morning, the sixth day.

> Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. >
On the sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on
the seventh day from all the work that he had done. ® So God blessed the
seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that
he had done in creation.

* These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were
created.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM 8
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'O !'Lorp our Lord,
how majestic is your name in ! all the earth!—
*you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of in-
| fants and children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe !
and avenger.
> When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set ! in their courses,
“what are mere mortals that you should be mind- ' ful of them,
human beings that you should ' care for them?
> Yet you have made them little less ! than divine;
with glory and hon- | or you crown them.
®You have made them rule over the works ! of your hands;
you have put all things un- ' der their feet:
"all! flocks and cattle,
even the wild beasts | of the field,
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8 the birds of the air, the fish ' of the sea

and whatever passes along the paths rof the sea.
?0 ! Lorp our Lord,

how majestic is your name in "all the earth!

SECOND READING: 2Corinthians 13:11-13

Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to
Christian fellowship grounded in the triune harmony of Christ’s grace,
God’s love, and the Spirit’s partnership.

[Paul writes:] ' Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored;
listen to my appeal; agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of
love and peace will be with you. '* Greet one another with a holy kiss. All

the saints greet you.
" The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
0 4 .
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words of ¢ - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-1lu - 1a.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 28th chapter. Glory to you, O
Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20

After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and
commissions them to baptize and teach all nations in the name of the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.
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'*Now the eleven dlsc1ples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which
Jesus had directed them. '” When they saw him, they worshlped him, but they
doubted. '® And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been glven to me. '° Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
bapt121ng them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit
%% and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

SERMON “Trinitarian Math” Rev. Jeffrey Eaton
Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY Come, Join the Dance of Trinity ELW #412

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

Please be seated.



OFFERING

OFFERTORY Holy God, we Praise Your Name arr. by Patick M. Liebergen
[Congregation, please join choir on verses 1, 2, & 4 upon invitation. ]

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE Doxology ELW #883
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart
in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with
us now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P: Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and
the needs of the world. Brief silence.

A: Holy God, we are in awe of your creative work. Continue that work
in your church, making us a new creation that proclaims your presence and
love. God of grace, hear our prayer.

A: Creator God, nature reveals your power and glory. Protect water
sources, vegetation, and wildlife as reminders of who you are. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

A: Redeemer God, you call us to pray for those in authority. Guide our
leaders to pursue the work of fostering peace and community. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

P: Sustaining God, you are mindful of your people in every
circumstance. Heal those who are sick. Provide for all who hunger. Protect
those in harm’s way. Comfort any experiencing hardship especially all who
are on our prayer list and all those we name aloud or in our hearts... God of
grace, hear our prayer.
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A: Gracious God, we pray for the children of our church and
community. Provide for their needs. Support their caregivers. Nurture their
faith. God of grace, hear our prayer.

A: Loving God, we give thanks for those who have died and claimed
their baptismal promises especially all who are on our prayer list and all
those we name aloud or in our hearts... Strengthen us to live as they did in
communion with you. God of grace, hear our prayer.

P: Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and
unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW S144
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

EVERYONE IS INVITED to receive Holy Communion. The ushers will invite
worshippers forward to receive communion in front of the altar steps. Once
you have received the wafer and the red wine/white grape juice, place your
empty cup in the tray and return to your pew via the side aisles. If you do not
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wish to receive communion, or are worshipping with children who have not
had First Communion, we welcome you to come forward for a blessing and
cross your arms over your chest to show your preference to the pastor.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy
meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as you are able.

BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today
and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Holy, Holy, Holy ELW #413

Please be seated. Enjoy the postlude music.
and meditate on how God spoke to your heart today.

POSTLUDE Rise, Shine, You People! by David Cherwien

DISMISSAL Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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We thank all those serving in worship today:
Worship Assistant: Stephen Gring

The flowers, candles, wine, and bulletins sponsor this week is:
b+ Roberta Blumenthal, celebrating the birthdays of her grandson

Andrew, daughter Laura, and son-in-law Doug!
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CELEBRATING AMERICA

CAPE SHORE CHORALE

and Director of Music

Scott J. Breiner

AMERICA'S
250th

guest conductor Jason Koenig

Sunday, June 7,2026 @ 3P M

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
30th & Bay Avenue
Ocean City, N.J.

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on
the Arts/Department of State, and the Cape May County Board of County
Commissioners through the Division of Culture & Heritage

Lite refreshments




HAPPENINGS AROUND GRACE THIS WEEK

May 31, 2026-June 7, 2026

The Holy Trinity 5/31/26
8:00AM Spoken Worship
10:15AM Traditional Worship

MONDAY 6/1/26
6:30PM Grief Support Group
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous

TUESDAY 6/2/26
6:30PM Narcotics Anonymous
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous

WEDNESDAY 6/3/26
11:30AM Bayside Duplicate Bridge
6:00PM AA Book Study
7:00PM Narcotics Anonymous
THURSDAY 6/4/26
12:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous
5:00PM Choir Rehearsal
5:30PM AA 12-Step
7:00PM Al-Anon

Office Hours This Week:
Mon-Tues 10:00-3:00

Thurs-Fri 10:00-3:00

FRIDAY 6/5/26

10:30AM Grace Stitchers
7:30PM Alcoholics Anonymous

SATURDAY 6/6/26
7:30AM & 8:30AM Weight Watchers

2nd Sunday of Pentecost 6/7/26
8:00AM Spoken Worship
8:45AM Adult Forum
10:15AM Traditional Worship
Farewell Fellowship for
Pastor Wendolyn following worship!

Present this bulletin on a Sunday
and Shore Diner will donate 20% to Grace
Lutheran Church. Present this on
any other day, and we will donate 10%.

Shore Diner
6710 Tilton Road

Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234
609-641-3669




